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Abstract

Oral folktales constitute rich sources for understanding the worldview,
value systems, and symbolic frameworks of diverse societies. Among these
tales, the legend of Shahmaran — a mythical being combining human and
serpent features — holds a distinctive place in Kurdish, Turkish, and Indian
cultural traditions. Employing a comparative approach and descriptive-
analytical method based on library research, this study examines various
narrations of Shahmaran across these three cultures. It demonstrates that
Shahmaran is not merely a local legend but an exemplar of a universal
symbolic archetype: the human-animal hybrid, particularly the human-
serpent figure, recurrent in the mythologies of many ancient civilizations.
Despite apparent differences in narrative details, the core elements — the
human-serpent synthesis, love, betrayal, hidden knowledge, and the
consequences of violating loyalty — remain consistent across all versions.
The findings are analyzed through the theoretical lenses of Mircea Eliade’s
symbolism and sacred time and Carl G. Jung’s collective unconscious and
archetypal psychology. The results reveal that Shahmaran symbolizes not
only power, wisdom, and protection but also the fundamental duality of
human nature (reason/instinct, beauty/terror, friendship/betrayal). By
emphasizing the “human-serpent” motif — a dimension largely overlooked
in previous scholarship — this article offers a novel analytical framework
for understanding the legend.
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