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Abstract

In the light of recent developments in comparative literature and spatial
studies, place is no longer conceived as a neutral background for literary
events, but as an active agent in the production of meaning and identity.
Persian poetry, as a key medium of cultural memory in the Iranian tradition,
has played a crucial role in representing and reproducing the spatial identity
of Iranian cities. This article addresses the central question of how Persian
poetry goes beyond mere geographical description and, through narrative
and semiotic mechanisms, contributes to value creation and identity
formation for urban places. The study adopts a qualitative, conceptual-
textual method and builds its theoretical framework upon the interrelation
of place-identity theories (Relph, YY1, Tuan, Y3VV), narrative and
temporality (Ricoeur, Y3A¢f), cultural memory (Assmann, Y+))), the
poetics of space (Bachelard, Y 4°A/Y34¢), and symbolic capital (Bourdieu,
v441). The corpus consists of selected representations of cities in classical

and modern Persian poetry, with a particular focus on such cities as Tus,
Nishapur, Shiraz, and Isfahan. Through narrative and semiotic analysis, the
findings indicate that Persian poetic discourse transforms urban space into
a cultural text by narrativizing space, culturally encoding place,
accumulating collective memory, and generating symbolic capital. The
article opens an interdisciplinary dialogue between comparative literature,
urban cultural studies, and human geography within the context of Iranian
culture, and proposes a conceptual framework for understanding Persian
poetry as a narrative of place.
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