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on the Principles of Rhetoric
Dariush Zolfaghari'
Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Research Institute
of Cultural Heritage and Tourism, Tehran, Iran
Abstract
“Two Pine Trees” is one of the most well-known poems by the
contemporary Iranian poet Mohammad Javad Mohabbat ()3¢YV—
Y+YY). The poem was included in the fourth-grade Persian textbook
in Iran from Y4A€ to Y+ ) ¢ and, since Y+ °, has appeared in a revised
form entitled “The Pine Grove” in the fifth-grade Persian textbook.
The substantial differences between these two versions raise the
question of which one is more effective, from a rhetorical perspective
and in terms of its appropriateness to child and adolescent readers, in
conveying moral values. To address this question, the present study
comparatively examined the two versions of the poem based on
rhetorical analysis, drawing upon the principles of Persian rhetoric,
particularly the science of Ma‘ani and the principle of muqtada al-hal
(appropriateness to the communicative situation). The comparison
focused on syntactic structures, narrative organization, lexical
choices, the use of brevity (fjaz) and amplification (itnab), and the
strategies employed to communicate moral concepts. The findings
indicate that the original version, “Two Pine Trees,” is more effective
than the revised version in terms of rhetorical and emotional impact.
This superiority stems from its use of indirect expression, allusion,
narrative suspense, causal coherence, and its capacity to engage
readers in discovering the intended moral message. By contrast,
although “The Pine Grove” is characterized by fluent language, an
optimistic atmosphere, and strong educational values, it relies more
heavily on the explicit expression of moral concepts and therefore
does not achieve the same degree of rhetorical effectiveness as the
original poem. The study concludes that, in adapting literary works
for school textbooks, preserving rhetorical richness and indirect
modes of moral instruction alongside educational considerations can
enhance both the lasting appeal and the educational effectiveness of
literary texts for child and adolescent readers.
Keywords: Comparative Study; Rhetorical Analysis; Children's and
Young Adult Literature; Mohammad Javad Mohabbat; Two Pine
Trees; The Pine Grove.
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